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Minding the Spirit
Its extensive bibliography, essays treating the history of the field and individual case studies which
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demonstrate current methodologies, by noted scholars in the field make this an invaluable resource to the
university, seminary and museum alike

Cross-cultural Theology
This is a sequel to Richard Viladesau's well-received study, The Beauty of the Cross: The Passion of
Christ in Theology and the Arts from the Catacombs to the Eve of the Renaissance. It continues his
project of presenting theological history by using art as both an independent religious or theological
"text" and as a means of understanding the cultural context for academic theology. Viladesau argues that
art and symbolism function as alternative strands of theological expression sometimes parallel to,
sometimes interwoven with, and sometimes in tension with formal theological reflection on the meaning
of crucifixion and its role in salvation history. This book examines the two great revolutionary
movements that gave birth to the modern West: the Renaissance and the Protestant Reformation. This
period was eventful for both theology and art, and thus particularly fruitful for Viladesau's project. Using
individual works of art, over sixty of which are reproduced in this book, to epitomize particular artistic
and theological models, he explores the contours of each paradigm through the works of representative
theologians as well as liturgical, poetic, artistic, and musical sources. To name a few examples, the
theologies of Savonarola, Luther, Calvin, and the Council of Trent, are examined in correlation to the
new situation of art in the era of Fra Angelico, Leonardo, Michelangelo, D?rer, Cranach, and the
Mannerists. In this book, Viladesau continues to deepen our understanding of the foremost symbol of
Christianity.
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Doorway Thoughts: Cross-Cultural Health Care for Older Adults, Volume III
Biblical Interpretation and African Traditional Religion
The Body in Religion: Cross-Cultural Perspectives surveys influential ways in which the body is
imagined and deployed in religious practices and beliefs across the globe. Filling the gap for an up-todate and comparative approach to theories and practices of the body in religion, this book explores the
cultural influences on embodiment and their implications for religious institutions and spirituality.
Examples are drawn from religions such as Jainism, Confucianism, Daoism, Shintoism, Paganism,
Aboriginal, African, and Native American religions, in addition to the five major religions of the world.
Topics covered include: - Gender and sexuality - Female modesty and dress codes - Circumcision and
menstruation rituals - God language and erotic desire - Death, dying, and burial rites - Disciplining the
body through prayer, yoga, and meditation - Feasting and fasting rituals Illustrated throughout with over
60 images, The Body in Religion is designed for course use in religious studies as well as
interdisciplinary courses across the humanities and the social sciences. Further online resources include
a sample syllabus.

Cross-Cultural Connections
Between the sixteenth and the nineteenth centuries, the west central African kingdom of Kongo
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practiced Christianity and actively participated in the Atlantic world as an independent, cosmopolitan
realm. Drawing on an expansive and largely unpublished set of objects, images, and documents, Cecile
Fromont examines the advent of Kongo Christian visual culture and traces its development across four
centuries marked by war, the Atlantic slave trade, and, finally, the rise of nineteenth-century European
colonialism. By offering an extensive analysis of the religious, political, and artistic innovations through
which the Kongo embraced Christianity, Fromont approaches the country's conversion as a dynamic
process that unfolded across centuries. The African kingdom's elite independently and gradually
intertwined old and new, local and foreign religious thought, political concepts, and visual forms to mold
a novel and constantly evolving Kongo Christian worldview. Fromont sheds light on the cross-cultural
exchanges between Africa, Europe, and Latin America that shaped the early modern world, and she
outlines the religious, artistic, and social background of the countless men and women displaced by the
slave trade from central Africa to all corners of the Atlantic world.

In the Beginning is the Icon
Volume III of Doorway Thoughts: Cross-Cultural Health Care for Older Adults addresses the role of
religion in health decision-making in America. This book, co-authored by both religious leaders and
health care professionals, focuses on how clinicians caring for older adults can develop an understanding
of different religious groups in order to effectively care for their patients.

Reluctant Partners
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The Oxford Handbook of Religion and the Arts
This book offers a new approach both to the study of religion and the study of art. Incorporating both
theological and artistic research, it presents a framework in which these two phenomena can meet and
profit from cross-disciplinary encounter.

Christianity Today
Ethics and World Religions presents eighteen original cases that discuss ethical issues of diverse peoples
and religions situated around the world. Each case is followed by two commentaries that explore the
relevant issues from the perspective of two different religious traditions. Commentaries highlight the
religious values, principles, and laws that are relevant, and they also suggest the range of options for
resolution that exist within the perspective of that religion.

The Arts as Witness in Multifaith Contexts
Christianity has repeatedly valued the "Word" over and above the non-verbal arts. Art has been seen
through the interpretative lens of theology, rather than being valued for what it can bring to the
discipline. 'Explorations in Art, Theology and Imagination' argues that art is crucially important to
theology. The book explores the interconnecting themes of embodiment and incarnation, faith and
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imagination, and the similarities and differences between art and theology. Arguing for a critique that
begins with art and moves to theology, 'Explorations in Art, Theology and Imagination' offers a radical
re-evaluation of the role of art in Christian discourse.

Religion, Art, and Visual Culture
Explorations in Art, Theology and Imagination
In Biblical Interpretation and African Traditional Religion, Helen C. John juxtaposes grassroots biblical
interpretations from Owamboland, Namibia, with professional interpretations of selected New
Testament texts, effectively demonstrating the capacity of grassroots interpretations to destabilise,
challenge and nuance dominant professional interpretations.

Indigenous Australia and the Unfinished Business of Theology
With the new realities of global interconnectedness comes a greater awareness of cultural diversity from
place to place. Besides differences in food and fashion, we face significant contrasts of cultural
orientation and patterns of thinking. As we travel across cultures, what should we expect? How do we
deal with culture shock? And can we truly connect with those we meet? Experienced cross-cultural
specialist Duane Elmer provides a compass for navigating through different cultures. He shows us how
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to avoid pitfalls and cultural faux pas, as well as how to make the most of opportunities to build crosscultural relationships. Filled with real-life illustrations and practical exercises, this guide offers the tools
needed to reduce apprehension, communicate effectively, and establish genuine trust and acceptance.
Above all, Elmer demonstrates how we can avoid being cultural imperialists and instead become
authentic ambassadors for Christ. Whether you are embarking on a short-term mission trip or traveling
for business or pleasure, this book is both an ideal preparation and a handy companion for your journey.

Religion Index One
From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible is a crosscultural book. Scripture is full of narratives of God's
people crossing cultures in pursuit of God's mission. Biblical texts shed light on mission dynamics:
Sarah and Hagar functioning in an honor-shame culture, Moses as a multicultural leader, Ruth as a
crosscultural conversion, David and Uriah illustrating power distance, the queen of Sheba as an
international truth-seeker, Daniel as a transnational student, Paul in Athens as a model of
contextualization, and much more. Missionary and missions professor Marvin Newell provides a biblical
theology of culture and mission, mining the depths of Scripture to tease out missiological insights and
crosscultural perspectives. Unlike other such books that are organized topically, this text is organized
canonically, revealing how the whole of Scripture speaks to contemporary mission realities.
Comprehensive in scope, filled with biblical insight and missional expertise, this book is an essential
resource for students and practitioners of crosscultural ministry and mission.
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Families Across Cultures
Dr. Moyd surveys the African American preaching tradition and shows that it has been the vehicle by
which practical theology has been conveyed to the people in African American congregations. Preachers
have proclaimed and interpreted the Word of God, and their preaching has been 'the hallmark of hope
and the pivot of promise for a pilgrim people.' The Author has gathered examples from a number of
master African American preachers as illustrations of the way practical theology has provided the
content of much of the classic African American preaching of the past and present.

Preaching as Local Theology and Folk Art
Icons provide depictions of God or encounters with the divine that enable reflection and prayer. 'In the
Beginning is the Icon' explores the value of these images for a theology of liberation. Iconology, art
theory, philosophical aesthetics, art history and anthropology are integrated with rigorous theological
reflection to argue that the creation and observation of pictures can have a liberating effect on humanity.
In presenting art from across the world, 'In the Beginning is the Icon' reflects the ethnocentricity of both
art and religious studies and offers a new cross-cultural approach to the theology of art.

Crossing Cultures in Scripture
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The Art of Central Asia and the Indian Subcontinent in Cross-cultural Perspective
Nearly every form of religion or spirituality has a vital connection with art. Religions across the world,
from Hinduism and Buddhism to Eastern Orthodox Christianity, have been involved over the centuries
with a rich array of artistic traditions, both sacred and secular. In its uniquelymulti-dimensional
consideration of the topic, The Oxford Handbook of Religion and the Arts provides expert guidance to
artistry and aesthetic theory in religion.The Handbook offers nearly forty original essays by an
international team of leading scholars on the main topics, issues, methods, and resources for the study of
religious and theological aesthetics. The volume ranges from antiquity to the present day to examine
religious and artistic imagination,fears of idolatry, aesthetics in worship, and the role of art in social
transformation and in popular religion - covering a full array of forms of media, from music and poetry
to architecture and film. An authoritative text for scholars and students, The Oxford Handbook of
Religion and the Arts will remain an invaluable resource for years to come.

America's Church
Religion, Art, and Visual Culture gathers together the most current scholarship on art, religion, visual
culture, and cultural studies. The book approaches the study of world religions through the human,
meaning-making activity of seeing. The essays move between specific visual subjects (painting,
landscape gardens, calligraphy, architecture, mass media) and the broader theoretical discourses relevant
to religion and the wider humanities today. Topics covered include art and perception; the iconicity of
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Jesus Christ; the relation of word and image in Islam and divine images in India.

The Primacy of the Image in Northern European Art, 1400-1700
The birth of an academic discipline is a rare event. Even more extraordinary is academia's
acknowledgment that spirituality has scholarly as well as personal dimensions. Inquiry and dialogue are
the essence of this new discipline, as it paves the way toward a deeper understanding of what it means to
be human within the Christian faith. The twenty-five essays in this volume, originally published in either
the Christian Spirituality Bulletin or Spiritus: A Journal of Christian Spirituality, offer groundbreaking
explorations of Christian spirituality. Arranged under five broad headings, these essays create an
insightful dialogue on the questions, methods, and critical approaches implemented by the discipline's
top scholars. Topics addressed include the particular intellectual and methodological challenges
presented by spirituality as an academic discipline, the self-implicating nature of the study of spirituality,
historical perspectives, theological implications, healing as a function of spirituality, and the relationship
between aesthetics and spirituality—art and spirit. Scholars working on either broad or focused themes in
spirituality will benefit from this clear and accessible presentation of the salient aspects of the discipline.
In their insight and historical and methodological content, these essays provide valuable tools for
students and teachers of spirituality and related fields, in their insight and historical and methodological
content. This volume speaks to all who practice and study spirituality from any religious or secular
perspective, encouraging reflective and open dialogue with one of humanity's major religious traditions.
Contributors: J. Matthew Ashley, Thomas Berry, Mark S. Burrows, Douglas Burton-Christie, Lawrence
S. Cunningham, Lisa E. Dahill, Elizabeth A. Dreyer, Mary Frohlich, Belden C. Lane, Elizabeth Liebert,
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E. Ann Matter, Bernard McGinn, Meredith B. McGuire, Mark McIntosh, Barbara Newman, Walter H.
Principe, Don E. Saliers, Sandra M. Schneiders, Philip F. Sheldrake, Jon Sobrino, Wendy M. Wright

The Body in Religion
Walter Benjamin, Religion, and Aesthetics
This is the first book to bring together many aspects of the interplay between religion, media and culture
from around the world in a single comprehensive study. Leading international scholars provide the most
up-to-date findings in their fields, and in a readable and accessible way.Some of the topics covered
include religion in the media age, popular broadcasting, communication theology, popular piety, film
and religion, myth and ritual in cyberspace, music and religion, communication ethics, and the nature of
truth in media saturated cultures.The result is not only a wide-ranging resource for scholars and students,
but also a unique introduction to this increasingly important phenomenon of modern life.

The Triumph of the Cross
Showing that good sermons are really local theology and folk art, Princeton's Leonora Tubbs Tisdaye
tells how to analyze a congregation to fit a sermon to the audience. The book then gives practical help
for preparing and delivering sermons that are meaningful and appropriate. Tisdale draws from contextual
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theology and congregational studies.

Art, Anthropology and the Gift
In search of holistic Christian witness, we must cultivate new approaches for integrating the arts into
mission praxis. Written by missiologists, art critics, ethnodoxologists, and theologians from around the
world, these essays present historical and contemporary case studies while calling Christians to
understand the power of art for expressing cultural and religious identity, opening spaces for
transformative encounters, and resisting injustice.

The Art of Taleh
With careful biblical exposition and keen cross-cultural awareness, Duane Elmer offers principles and
guidance for avoiding misunderstandings and building relationships in ways that honor people in other
cultures.

Invitation to Cross-cultural Theology
This collection of essays focuses on East-West dialogue. Scholars of Western, Indian & Chinese thought
such as Ninian Smart, Fred Dallmayr, Chad Hansen, Barbara Holdrege, Robert Ellwood, Srinivasa Rao,
& others, including Akin Makinde of Nigeria share their insights on: Person East-West, Religion &
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Culture, Comparative Ethics, Indian, Chinese, & Western thought. To order write: Long Beach
Publications, P.O. Box 14807, Long Beach, CA 90803. Telephone: (310) 439-7347.

Dance, Music, Art, and Religion
In recent decades, the dialogue between art and anthropology has been both intense and controversial.
Art, Anthropology and the Gift provides a much-needed and comprehensive overview of this dialogue,
whilst also exploring the reciprocal nature of the two subjects through practice, theory and politics. Fully
engaging with anthropology and art theory, this book innovatively argues that art and anthropology don't
just share methodologies, but also deeper intellectual, theoretical and even political concerns, inviting
scholars and students alike to look at this contentious relationship in a more critical light. One of the
central arguments of the book is that the problem of the 'gift' has been central to both anthropological
and artistic practice. This very idea connects the different chapters on topics including aesthetics,
politics, participation and fieldwork.

The Art of Conversion
This book engages a complex subject that mainline theologies avoid, Indigenous Australia. The
heritages, wisdoms and dreams of Indigenous Australians are tormented by the discriminating mindsets
and colonialist practices of non-Indigenous peoples. This book gives special attention to the torments
due to the arrival and development of the church.
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Mediating Religion
An anthology of 42 essays by distinguished scholars on current research and methodology in the art
history of the late medieval and early modern periods in Germany, France, the Netherlands, and
Belgium, written in tribute to Larry Silver, Farquhar Professor of the History of Art at the University of
Pennsylvania.

Current Contents. Arts & Humanities
Religion, Art, and Visual Culture gathers together the most current scholarship on art, religion, visual
culture, and cultural studies. The book approaches the study of world religions through the human,
meaning-making activity of seeing. The essays move between specific visual subjects (painting,
landscape gardens, calligraphy, architecture, mass media) and the broader theoretical discourses relevant
to religion and the wider humanities today. Topics covered include art and perception; the iconicity of
Jesus Christ; the relation of word and image in Islam and divine images in India.

East-West Encounters in Philosophy and Religion
Origins of Religion, Cognition and Culture
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Using narratives of experiences with God as source material, Dyrness sets out to discover the
framework, both explicit as well as implicit, that guides the lives of five different lay communities
around the world.

Journal of Multi-cultural and Cross-cultural Research in Art Education
Attempts to understand the origins of humanity have raised fundamental questions about the complex
relationship between cognition and culture. Central to the debates on origins is the role of religion,
religious ritual and religious experience. What came first: individual religious (ecstatic) experiences,
collective observances of transition situations, fear of death, ritual competence, magical coercion; mirror
neurons or temporal lobe religiosity? Cognitive scientists are now providing us with important insights
on phylogenetic and ontogenetic processes. Together with insights from the humanities and social
sciences on the origins, development and maintenance of complex semiotic, social and cultural systems,
a general picture of what is particularly human about humans could emerge. Reflections on the
preconditions for symbolic and linguistic competence and practice are now within our grasp. Origins of
Religion, Cognition and Culture puts culture centre stage in the cognitive science of religion.

The Sacred Art
Issues of sexuality and gender are hotly contested in both religious communities and national cultures
around the world. In the social sciences, religious traditions are often depicted as inherently conservative
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or even reactionary in their commitments to powerful patriarchal and pronatalist sexual norms and
gender categories. In illuminating the practices of religious traditions in various cultures, these essays
expose the diversity of religious rituals and mythologies pertaining to sexuality. In the process the
contributors challenge conventional notions of what is normative in our sexual lives.

Cross-Cultural Servanthood
How can we speak about God without assuming that God is nothing but our own speaking, nothing but
our culture's effort to name what cannot be named? How can we deny that our speaking of God is
always culturally located? To answer these questions, we need to pay close attention to what we mean
by culture, and how we use this very complex term both in our everyday language and especially in the
language of faith. Culture is an exceedingly complex term that nearly everyone uses, but no one is sure
what it means. This work examines various uses of the term culture in theology today.

Religion and Art in Conflict
Proceedings of the International Seminar on the Art of Central Asia and the Indian Subcontinent in
Cross-Cultural Perspective, 1st cent. CE-14th cent. CE, held at New Delhi during 12-16 March 2007.

Theology and Culture
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Contemporary trends such as increased one-parent families, high divorce rates, second marriages and
homosexual partnerships have all contributed to variations in the traditional family structure. But to what
degree has the function of the family changed and how have these changes affected family roles in
cultures throughout the world? This book attempts to answer these questions through a psychological
study of families in thirty nations, carefully selected to present a diverse cultural mix. The study utilises
both cross-cultural and indigenous perspectives to analyse variables including family networks, family
roles, emotional bonds, personality traits, self-construal, and 'family portraits' in which the authors
address common core themes of the family as they apply to their native countries. From the introductory
history of the study of the family to the concluding indigenous psychological analysis of the family, this
book is a source for students and researchers in psychology, sociology and anthropology.

Ethics and World Religions
Walter Benjamin, Religion, and Aesthetics is an innovative and creative attempt to unsettle and
reconceive the key concepts of religious studies through a reading with, and against, Walter Benjamin.
Constructing what he calls an "allegorical aesthetics," Plate sifts through Benjamin's writings showing
how his concepts of art, allegory, and experience undo traditionally stabilizing religious concepts such as
myth, symbol, memory, narrative, creation, and redemption.

Religion, Art, and Visual Culture
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This book is intended to encourage people to become better readers of the Bible. It takes a brief journey
through the Gospel of John, highlighting well-known passages, both brief and extended, with the
threefold purpose of growing deeper in our theological, literary and historical understanding of God's
Word.

Religion and Sexuality in Cross-Cultural Perspective
The National Shrine in Washington, DC has been deeply loved, blithely ignored, and passionately
criticized. It has been praised as a "dazzling jewel" and dismissed as a "towering Byzantine beach ball."
In this intriguing and inventive book, Thomas Tweed shows that the Shrine is also an illuminating site
from which to tell the story of twentieth-century Catholicism. He organizes his narrative around six
themes that characterize U.S. Catholicism, and he ties these themes to the Shrine's material culture--to
images, artifacts, or devotional spaces. Thus he begins with the Basilica's foundation stone, weaving it
into a discussion of "brick and mortar" Catholicism, the drive to build institutions. To highlight the
Church's inclination to appeal to women, he looks at fund-raising for the Mary Memorial Altar, and he
focuses on the Filipino oratory to Our Lady of Antipolo to illustrate the Church's outreach to
immigrants. Throughout, he employs painstaking detective work to shine a light on the many facets of
American Catholicism reflected in the shrine.
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